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of Divinity, To Biſhop of 


57 


ſuperior Faculty in 
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: Confideration, Ge. 


5 1 19 Ben in 5 World 
that ever I knew or heard 
of, pretending to any Know- 
ledge or Learni in Matters 
or is tlie 
Man with whom I would deſire to have 
no Conteſt or Diſpute, not only upon 
the Account of his Ray Abilities, a 
eaſoning, Which 
are deſervedly the Admiration of. all his 
Readers, but alſo, becauſe he ſeems to 


delights in making an ill Uſe of thoſe 
Faculties, to banter all his Adverſaries 
WhO Write againſt him, to perplex eve- 


a 


g, and clear up nothing, and to 
upon the. Cr ulity a Under- 


5 ſtand- 


* 


421 
ſtanding of his weak and leſs ineligen 


Readers. 


N 


It would be endleßz to ſhew 3 
ten and in what Inſtances he hath chan- 
d the State of the Queſtion between 
im and Dr. Snape, Dr. Sherlock, and 


the Committee of the, Lower Houſe of 


Convocation; and diverſified it in the 
Writings of his. Jeſuit, Mr. Sykes, Mr. 
Barnet, and others, whoſe Fe dlatpciohs 

of his Doctrine he denied or confirmed 
as he thought fit; and tho? he prefixed 
Prefaces to ſome 'of their Books, and 
profeſſed his Approbation of their Prin- 


ciples, yet at the ſame time he denied 


that he had ever read thoſe — * 
the were publiſned. 5 


And: when it was OR to bim 
chat his Doctrine oppoſes and contra- 
dicts the Articles of this Church, which 
he hath ſubſcribed, and. declared his ſo- 
lemnAſſent and Conſent to them three or 
four times hers and when he is charged 


with o the Royal Supfemacy, 


which he Pang ſworn to, he only vindi- 3 
cates himſelf by ſaying, that he never 


thought of thoſe Articles-when he wro 


and * his "ORE 38 the * 


, 
f 
i 

1 
| 
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of the Truth of them (which no doubt 
is very becoming the Character of a 

Biſhop of this Church) and as to the 

Supremacy: of the King, and the Power 
of the Legiſlature, he profeſſeth himſelf 
not to underſtand, or to have fully con: 
ſidered either, tho in the ſame Page he 
makes it a Merit to have defended the 
Rights of the Civil Magiſtrate in Affairs 
of Religion, in Oppoſition to the exorbi- 
tant Pretences o Eccleſiaſtical Perſons 
as well as others. | 


- Tho? theſe plain and manifeſt Con- 
tradictions may ſeem ſtrange and extra- 
ordinary to low and vulgar Underſtand- 
ings, of which Number his Lordſhip, 
out of his great Goodneſs and Wildom, 
with Pity and Diſdain repreſents the 
learned a dre, as he undeſervedly 
calls them of the lower Houſe of Conyo- 
cation, yet I make no doubt but that his 
Pen is capable of ſolving theſe Difficulties, _ 
andreconciling theſe Contradictions to the 
entire Satisfaction and Conviction of all 
his Admirers; for my own part I conteſts 
that theſe are Speculations far above m 
Capacity to comprehend, and are ſu 
Difficulties in the Way of ordinary Rea- 
ders, as can only be cleared up by. his 
N „„ _+ Lords 


tak 


' Lordſhip's unprecedented and ininiegble 
Way of Reaſoning. 


I heartily congratulate his Lordſhip © 
ppon the Succeſs of his Deſign in per- 
piexing this Difpute with an infinite 

ariety of inconſiſtent Notions and Rea- 
ſonipgs publiſhed by himſelf and other 
Perſons, and I believe that in the Intri- 
cacy and Contradiction it is now invol- 
ved by that Artifice, it is very difficult 
to moſt Underſtandings to retain the 
true Meanin 5. and State of the Queſti- 
on; for his rinciples are of that parti 
cular and extraordinary nature, that 
they prove Whatever he intends or de- 
1 lies; ſometimes the Civil Power is ex- 
I alted above the Eccleſiaſtical, at other 

times Acts of Parliament are nothin 
in Competition fn the Divine Au- 
thority of the Goſpel ; ſometimes the 
Church of Rome is vilified; and. the In- 
tereſts of the Church of Ergland lye 

neareſt his Lordſhip? $ Wa” at other 

times Popery in Ian and Spain, and 
Popery in England and Sweden, are re- 


e to have one and the ſame ma- 
lignant Influence upon Religion and the 
Civil Rights of Mankind; in ſhort, his 
p ſeems p Fr in reſerye to 
himſelf. 


1 +87 Vis 


i Lord ſhi 


L 5] | 
"himſelf, what Religion, or what Form 
of Church Government he would have 
prevail. in Chriſtendom. For he hath 
declared by himſelf-and his Friend + 
the Jeſuit, that moſt Proteſtant Chur- 
ches retain the moſt pernicious and 
rankeſt Tenets of Popery, and that the 
Reformation 1s every > lh imperfect. 


But T leave the troubleſome Task of 
following his Lordſhip through the 
Maze of his numberleſs Contradictiòns, 
and dark Explications, to Dr. Sherlock, 
and Mr. Law; taking the Liberty to ac- 
quaint his Lordſhip that he is indebted 
to the World for an Anſwer to Mr. 
Law's Second Letter, and that it is ex- 
pected from him, N 


1 * 


The Buſineſs of this preſent Paper, 
ſhall. be only to conſider two Paſſages 
of his Lordlhip's Anſwer to the Repre- 

ſentation of the Committee, which 1 
believe Will be thought to deſerve a di- 
ſtinet and particular Conſideration. 


Ihe firſt Paſſage is contained in Page 
98, 99. Which is an entire Paragraph 


1 6 


8 f refuse to Pillogniere's Anſwer, p. 8 
* 9 e wo» ': 2 


in the Book, and is Word for Word as 


What is called Learning, is ſo far from 
being the moſt neceſſary, or the moſh uſeful 
ualification in this Caſe; i. e. in Men's 

judging for themſelves in Matters 7 Rely: 

on, that there is nothing which hath been ſeen 

to adminiſter ſo many Doubts, and ſo many 

Differences as that: nor are any, in Expe- 
rience, ſeen to be leſe. ſecure from Error, 

than Learned Men. For this, look out in- 

to the Popiſh Countries, and ſee whether 

one illiterate oy Man be not as capable of 
Judging for himſelf in Religion, as. all their 

learned Men united ; even ſuppoſing. them 

met together in a General Council, with all 
pallible Marks of Solemnity and Grandeur: 

It would be a deplorable Conſideration in- 

deed, if the great. and important- Points of 
Chriſtianity ; thoſe mw which Men's Eter- 

nal Salvation depend, could not be judged 
of without Learning, or were to be deter- 

mined for Men; not by their own Capacities, 
but by the Deciſions of others called learned 
Men, who are conſtantly differing and eter- 
zally wrangling with one another. 


This Paſſage expreſſing ſo much Con. 
tempt of Learning, to enable Men to 
; i judge 


C73 
judge for themſelves in Matters of Re- 
ligion, is the more ſurprizing, becauſe 
his Lordſhip in the 91 Page, ſeems to 
apprehend the Danger of a conſummate 
Stupidity and Jenorance being happily eſta- 
bliſhed,as he wittily expreſſeth it, and uni. 
verfally [pread over the whole Land. And 
in Page 64, 65. he expreſſes the ſame 
Fear of Ignorance and Stupidity, both of 
Teachers and People, of our falling into t 
moſt ignomi nious State of Nature, and be- 
ing rained in what is moſt valuable in Ha- 
mane Underſtanding, and Humane Life, 
1. e. Knowledge. I can think of nothing 
but Knowledge, for which Humane 
Underſtanding is valuable, or in which 
Man excells any other Creature. I 
will venture therefore to affirm, that 
his Lordſhip would call it great Care- 
leſsneſs and Forgetfulneſs, if not Igno- 
rance and Stupidity, in any other Wrt 
ter, Who within the Compaſs of a few 
Pages ſhould ſo manifeſtly contradict 
himſelf; But his Lordſhip is a renowan- 
ed Author, and of the firſt Rank, and 
therefore not ſubject to the common 
Rules of writing and reaſoning. But 
leaving it to his Lordſhip, if he thinks 
fit, to reconcile theſe contradictory Paſ- 
ſages. of his own Book, I ſhall 1 
5 larly 


en for Teſtimonials to it. Page 269, If 
OE AA to 2 34 . 


6 8 ] ? 


l larly examine the ſeveral Propoſi tions 
Or 


r Aſſertions of the Paragraph above ci- 
ted. | Tk * | « a DE 
The firſt Aſſertion is, that What is 
called Learning, is far from being the 
moſt neceſſary or the moſt uſeful Qua- 
lification in this Caſe, i. e. in Men's 
dging in Matters of, Religion, I ſup- 


Ju - 
po e his Lordſhip means the Chriſtian 
C ales. n de N 


ligion. wake _— 
Laſſert on the contrary, that nothing 
is ſo neceſſary as Learning to enable 
Men to judge for themſelves in Matters 


of Religion, whether Natural or Re- 


vealed. 


His Lordſhip, 1 Know, is juſtly an 
Enemy to implicit Faith and Obedience 
to any Church, or Society of Men what- 
ſoever; and that too great a Regard to 
Church Governoars? is the High Road 


to Bigotry and Slavery. = a Regard 


to any Man, his Lordſhip aſſerts in the 
6 7 ras, is in its Beginning infamous to 
all the Faculties we boaſt of; and in its en, 

is deſtruttive to whole Communities, And 


we may appeal to Spain, to Italy, to Swe- 
yrs fo 7 5 als 


_ Ehiriltians 


— 


— 


= Sine n their 
Religion upon Truſt, or upon the Foun- 
dation of mere Authority, how are they 
to arrive at the Knowledge and Belief 
of it? Why, faith his Lordſhip, they are 
to have u cloſe and immediate Regard w 
40 without Trar of Mans Judgment. 1 
think it improper to ask the Que. 
Gon, whether his Lordſhip means ha- 
4 a Regard to Chriſt ſpeaking with-" 
in them by his Spirit, or wirhotit them 
in the Writings of the Propliets and A- 
poſtles? The Expreſſions odd and ſin- 
gular, but I hop 5 without Offence 
ye may underſtand it of the Writings 
af the ann ü 22 6TIVN 8 
ie 
- Bur: how hall a Chritiad without 
ſome moderate ſhare of Learning be 8 ä 
ſured or cob inc d, that the Van of 
the Apoſtles are the genuine Works of 
thoſe Authors whole Names they bear; 
that they: areiſincere and\incorrupt, an 
that they are truly trahſlated into this 
vulgar ages? Some fin re of Learn! 


ing Is neceſſary to make a Man a judge 


for himſelf in the very Principles of Re- 
jon, and — ſuch à judgment, 
his Lordſhip r «agar Pon 67. 
Na Hy Rs a 8 Denomi· 
5 nation | 


any. 


nation or Church: but he is n in thut 
Nege# (to inform himſelf) truly and uni- 
formly a Chriſtian, L would ask His Lond 
ſhip for what other Reaſon: he 
eee to tranſlate into French De. 
Clark's Demonſtration of the Being and 
Attributes of God, and of the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion, but to convince 
and fettle Men in the Belief of the Groſs 
pel, and by the Help of his excellent 
Learning, to diffuſe that Knowledge and 
Cærtainty of Religion Which they could 
not arrive at by the Strep of their; 
own Abilities? And why doth his Lori · 
ſhip ſq often oblige the World with his 
accurate Treatiſes and Corapolitions;, 
but to clear up fome Doubt or Difficul- 
ty,,-to; inſtruct the Ignotant, and to 
make them more learned? To what 
End did his Lordſhip ſhewi his adniira« - 
ble Faculty in Criticiſm upon à Paſſage 
x of. St. Peter's Epiſtle, but to convince: 
ſome of his Welſh Curates, not ſo learn 
ed as himſelf, that they ought. not ta 
lord it over, hut to feed, - way ant 
ples toi theix Blocks? 1 Fu 1. 0 DR 
/ 3.0} F LO arts 

The Second Propoſition in this Dai 

e i», that tler 45 nr 7 4 


2 1 EP; 
Dales 


184: 8 


(nm? 


Doubts; "and: Jo many 8 as 
Learning: Nor are any in lente 
more 28201 mo Error ban 9 


ere * 0 
One d aca 1 nes '* 


hat his Lordſhip was ſetting himſe 
for a Patron of Univerſal Ifnorarice, 
his _ Learning. did not forbid ſuch 
a Thought, or that he deſigned to in- 
re che old Maxim, that Ignorance is 
the Mother Buber if his known 
Zeal for Proteſtant Principles could 
allow it. But I believe his Lord 
upon more mature Thought and Delt. 
beration will acknowledge, ht nothing 
hath ſo much — — to put an 
End to Doubts and Differences in Reli- 
oor”, 48 real and ſubſtantial Learning; 
as the Knowledge of the Hiftor 
and Tranſactions of the AncientChur 
the diſtinguiſhing of ſpurious and ſupe v 
poſititious Writings of the Fathers from 
what were ſincere and genuine, and by 
the Help -of ancient Manuſcripts and 
Records, reſtoring the Holy Scriptures 
to their true and genuine Reading. 
Fhere is not now a learned Man in the 
World, as Monſieur Le Clerc obſerves, 
bye bi convinced by 'Biſhop- Pearſon 
2 learned 
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Learned Book; concer the Authority 
of Ipnating his Suites, 6d afford an 


undoubted Teſtimony and Proof what 
ſort of Government the Apoſtles conſti- 


tuted in the Chriſtian Church; concern. 


ing which Queſtion infinite Volumes 
had been wrote to no Purpoſe; And the 
Queſtion about Juſtification by Faith or 
Works, which put not only Holland, 
but other Countries into the greateſt. 


Confuſion, was beyond all ContradiCti- 


- pn. clear'd- up by. Biſhop Bull in his Har- 


monia Apoſtolica,; and there is | hardly 
any material Point in Divinity whic 
within theſe Fifty Years hath not been 
fully diſcuſſed by ſome learned Men, 
either Proteſtant or Popiſh, to the en- 
tire Conviction and Satisfaction of learn. 


ed Men of all Parties: and I dare af: 


firm, that this Church had at this Day 
been in perfect Peace and Tranquillity, 
if Learning and Truth had prevailed 
4aſtead of Ignorance, Faction, and In- 
tereſt. And indeed, conſidering the pre- 
ſent State of Religion and Church Go- 
ernment in Eugland, where Perſons 
ef all Sects and Denominations are al - 
lowed their full Liberty and Freedom 
in the Exerciſe ot their Religion; one 


Would admire what gould throw this 


Church 


” —- 
and 
— 


L 13 J D 
Church into ſo great a Confuſion and 
o 


But his Lordſhip is ſo kind and con- 
deſcending as to let us intg the Secret of 
the whole Affair, for he tells us in his 
Anſwer, Page 269, Tho the Eftabliſh- 
. a Met had of Worſhip, Government, 
Iſcipline, be very good and blameleſs 

in it ſelf, het it would” prorure, and at laſt 
end in, juſt ſuch: a Peace, Stupidity, and 
Lethurg), as is not only ſerw, t fel in 
too . Countries. They that will, 
may call it a Bleſſing, and magnify the Indo. 
lence aud Eaſe they enjoy under it. But 
others, who look upun ' the Iſſue of Things, 
and have caſt up the whole of the Account, 
and have obſerved how effeftually it hath 
opulate Nations, and laid waſte flou- 
_ riſbung) Countries, and deſtraped the very 
Vitals of Civil Society, have not doubted to 
eſteem, and tall, a Devaſtation by Goths 
and Vandals, the greater Bleſſing of the 


I am not fo well read as to know the 
Author of this wiſe and judicious Re- 
mark, but let him be who he will, 
I: know a much greater Author who 
makes Doulrs, Differences , Wranplings', 
{1} , . 9 an 


Ok nf Cn HE ̃ r . i II IR 
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and Diſpotings, 1 an Argument againſt all 


Learning; but it is not worth while to 
inſiſt upon ohne for it is poſſi- 
ble that his Lordſhip . deſignial 
contradict and donfied fell to K 
his Readers awake, and to try if the 


it out; and indeed what pious and cha- 
rita ble Father of a Church would not 
ſometimes by ſtarting a Paradox rouze 


and prevent their falling into a 

gy, Which 1s = Dorerunctr of Death; and 
much more 5 prevent an Evil worſt 
chan a Devaſt ation ER Nerve at 1 


mw 


A n „ 


* the Secret of prorogning. the Gondo. 
catiori, that the Debate, as his Lord. 
ip expreſſetlii himſelf in the Preface to 


* fie Anſwer, may be taken from the Bar 
of Human Authority, and brought to 

that of Reaſon and Scripture, i. e. that 
the Clergy may take Pains,” and learn 
ng e the Conttitution 75 the Church 


Clergy, who too much love their Baſe, 
Will take the Pains to obſerve and find 


. £ 
A * 
* re Swi ct. A. mes as ww 


heavy, dull Mortals from a deep Send, | 
I- 


ty) e 

| 115 Coficinatioi of this 'Propo tion 
haſt mentioned, his Lordſhip is pleated 
to command his humble Nader in the 
followin Strain. For this, ſaith be took 
out into the Popiſh Countries, and fer whe- 
2 illiterate hone ny ws Alt bs not 25 =. 

4 or.h in Rel 
47 A ee 4 x th * 
them met in a enerel Connell, 7750 
ow Marks 5 hg lenny: we Gland” * 


I. r bur entirely agtee with" kis 
Lordſhip, that if Learning be neither a 
neceſſary 'nor'a_uſefub Qualification in this 
Cale, the moſt- illiterate Perſon is as ca- 
pable of judgi ing for himſelf in R igion 
as his Lordihip, or any other learned 
Man, or. as all the learned Men in the 
Worid united; and I believe no Body is 
of Opinion that all the poſſible Marks of 
Schemnity and Grandeur, ſuch as Scarlei 
Robes and Elbow Chairs, can add at 


. 70 heir Jadgment,” | ft 


But. 3 comprehend © why is! 
Lordſhip ſhould confine this Obſervatian. 
7 iy parricula 1 1 Rope? 9 
ayin „or Whic U 
Eh Broofof the Br foregoing: 15 
tion 


"IS ; £ 3 
| tion) look out into the Popiſh Countries 
Why; might not he, if he had pleaſed, 


whether Proteſtant. or Popiſh, and ſee 
Sheree one N bang Man: Oer 

e Senſe would have been equally good, 
and much more to his Lotdlhip's Pur- 
* the preſent juncture; for if 


to enable Men to judge of Religion, it 
is equally unneceſſary and uſeleſs to 


Men ought not to be ſuffered to meddle 
With it in any Country whatſgever, 


Tr than Perſons: the moſt. illiterate : -- 


or. 9 95 illiterate honeſt Man in that 


have aid, look out into all Countries, 


rning be neither neceſſary nor uſeful 


Proteſtants and Papilts , and learned 


Jet b 70 | 
e this, or any other Sub- 
ject of Religion; for the Biſhop of 
Bazgor, tho? according to his Principles 
no more a proper and a competent Judge 
than the moſt ignorant Perſon in the 
World, hath aſſerted and proved, even 
to a Demonſtration, in Page /, That 
the Illiterate and Ignorant, as they are called, 
have as much Right, and are as much obli- 
ed to judge for. themſelves in the Matter 
1 5 5 ; 4s the greateſt Scholars, and the 
moſt knowing in what the World calls Learn- 
ing. Whatever Capacity they have, it is 
their onwn,. and given by God to guide them; 
as other Mens e are to guide thoſe 
others: Ana God epects nothing from them 
but what is proportionable to their own Capa- 
cities. Wt PE 1. 


Far be it from me to endeavour to 

leſſen the Force of this Reaſoning, an 
may it always be received as a ſelf-evi- 
dent Truth, without Contradiction; 1 
am only concerned that his Lordſhip did 


not make this happy Diſcovery ſooner, 


for by this Voſtrum he might have ſa- 
ved himſelf and other People no fmall 
NTT. PE ->.5 
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But leſt this Proof, brought to cons 
firm every illiterate honeſt Man in the 
Seat of Judgment, ſhould not be thought 
ſufficient, his Lordſhip is pleaſed to add 
further: It would be a deplorable Confide- 
ration indeed, if the great and important 
Points of Chriſtianity ; thoſe 77 which 
Mens Eternal Salvation depend, or de- 
pends ; could not be juuged of without 
Learning': or were to be determined for 
Men, not by-their-own Capacities, but by 
the Deciſions of others, called learned Men, 
who are conſtantly differing and eternally 
wrangling with one another. 


His Lordſhip is very tender and com- 
paſſionate to the miſerable State of the 
embers of this Church, who live with 
their Minds and Conſciences enſlaved 
to the arbitrary Deciſions of learned 
Men; and it is pity that his good Inten- 
tions ſhould by any. means be fruſtrated; 
but I am afraid leſt ſome envious and 
ill: natur; d Perſons ſhould” object to this 
Scheme, that inſtead of leading Men tb 
Chriſtian Truth and Chriſtian Peace, it will 
lead them into perplexed Mazes 06 Li: 
Human Variety and unbounded Human 


Fancy, that it will diſſolve all Dry 


- L192] 
and Society among Chriſtians, and all 
viſible Communion and external Wor- 
ſhip, and make as many Churches as 
| Chriſtians, all differing from, and eternal- 
ly wrangling with one another ; I tear they 
may proceed ſo far as to affirm „that 
this Scheme of his Lordſhip's is 4 Snare 
cf Human Artifice ,, compoſed of Words 
without Meaning, and Power without Right, 
and Out ſide — * Sincerity; 1 wiſh that 
they don't upon this Occaſion attack his 
Lordſhip in his ſtrong Hold and ſureſt 
Retreat, even the Point of the Refor - 
mation, by telling him, that if Igno- 
rance and Learning have been always 
upon an equal foot, and that if God re- 
quired no more of the moſt illiterate or 
mean Capacity than he was capable of, 
without any Obligation on the more 
learned to inſtruct and improve him, 
neither the e nor the Reformation, 
nor the Church of England, could have 
had one ſingle Votary in the World; for 
Ignorance was the very Eſſence of Po- 
pery, and Learning the very Eſſence of 
. Proteſtantiſm; and the Foundation of the 
Reformation, and f the Church of Eng- 
land. I ſhall purſue this Subject no fur- 
ther, but only wiſh his Lordſhip good 
Succgſs in his new Invention. 
2 2 | The 
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The other Paſſage in his Lordſhip's | 
Book which I ſhall make ſome Obſerva- 
tion upon, is contained in the 15 5th 


Tr 


* 


Page, and is as follows: 


That it is the Bu ſineſs of the Magi ſtrate, 
with reſpect to Religion, to ſee that Men, 


worſhip God according to their own Con. 


ſciences, every ſort, in their ſeveral infinite- 
ly eng ind 7 0 and that this may be done 


more effettually, to encourage them all equal- 
ly, of what Denomination ſoever , mithout 
laying any Penalty, or even the leaſt Inca- 
pacit) on the Account of any of thoſe Points, 
in which it is plain their Reaſon permits 


I ſuppoſe his Lordſhip means by his 
faying, that it is the Buſineſs of the Magi- 
ſtrate, that it is his Duty, to ſee that Men 


worſbip God according to their own Conſci- 


ences, every ſort in their ſeveral inſinitel 


various Ways. If this be the Magiftrate's 


* 


Duty, I will engage that the Magiſtrate | 


ſhall never want Buſinefs. 


And is a Chriſtian Magiſtrate to take 
care that Men of all Sects and Denomi- 
nations in Religion, Jews, Pagans, and 
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Idolaters , Papiſts, and all who call 
themſelves Proteſtants, tho? they are no 
Chriſtians, worſhip God according to their 
own Conſciences, every ſort in their ſeve- 
ral infinitely various Ways? His Lord- 
ſhip ſeems to have deſigned to com- 
prehend all thoſe I have mentioned, 
as well as all other different Sects who 
may ever ariſe, by that large Expreſſi- 
on, in their ſeveral. infinitely various Mays; 

and I am the more inclined to believe 
that this is his Meaning, becauſe in 
Page 288 he ſaith, the Argument of the 
Inquiſition holds equally good in all In- 
ſtances of à like ſort, in whatever Degree, 
tho never ſo diſtant, they approach to it. 


If this Aſſertion of his Lordſhip's be 
founded on good Reaſons, our Conſti- 
tution is very imperfect, and no doubt 
all Perſons concerned will lay Claim to 
this noble Privilege, and without Delay 
apply themſelves to the Legiſlative Pow- 
er, in order to be reſtored to the indiſ- 
| pos Rights and eſſential Liberties of 

uman Nature; for any the leaſt Re- 
ſtraint of any one Sect in any Inſtance, 
approaches to the Injuſtice and Violence 
cken Lage, 


And 
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And that this is his Lordſhip's true 
Meaning, appears more plainly by his 
declaring that it is not only the Buſineſs 
of the Magiſtrate i ſe this performed, 
but that this may be done more effectu- 
ally, it is his Buſineſs to encourage them 
all equally of what Denomination ſoe- 
ver, without laying any. Penalty, or 
even the leaſt Incapacity on the Account 
of any of thoſe Points, in which it is 
plain, the Reaſon of Mankind permits 
them to differ. I have not the leaſt In- 
tention to diſpute with his Lordſhip up- 
on this or any other of his Doe 
Principles. It is a Matter of too great 
2 and 8 - any 
private Perſon to give his Judgment 
upon. But this Aſſertion ſeems highly 
to reflect upon the Conduct and Go. 
vernment of all Chriſtian Princes and 
States all the World over, who act in a 
downright Contradict ion and open Vi- 
plation of this firſt Principle of Juſtice, 
and Rule of right Reaſon; and L believe 
that his Lordihip's great reading will 
not furniſh him with any one Inſtance 
of any one Prince or State in Europe, 
either of this, or former Ages, who 
gave equal Encouragement to Perſons 


of 


— 
os n 
of all Sects and Denominations in Reli- 
Son. | 


I have one Scruple againſt the intrin- 
fick Goodneſs of this charitable Propo- 
fal for the univerfal Eaſe and Benefit of 
Mankind, which I ſhould not venture 
to publiſh, if it did nor ariſe from a 


Paſſage in his Lordſhip's incomparable 


Writings. In Page 228 of his Anſwer, 
he faith, My Doctrine was, I hope his 
Lordſhip knows that it is {till the fame, 
that no 1emporal Rewards tan attend upon 
Virtue an Charity, conſidered as Religion. 
And this Dottrine was couched in the fol- 
lowing Argument, If Religion amongſt Chri- 
ſtians be Virtne and Charity; prattiſed by 
inward Faith D a. Future State; 
then to propoſe the Rewards of this World 
to Religion, as ſuclh, is contrary to its true 
Intereſts, And the Reaſon is plain, as 
his Lordſhip very judiciouſly obſerves. 
Becauſe 'you will either propoſe. a Reward 
for ſomething which is not Religion; or for 
an outward Practice which you cannot judge 
to be Religion, not knowins the Principle 
within, and, will too probably encourage Ha. 
poeriſy inſtead of Re gion, by promulgating 
Rewards for ſuch and ſuch Profeſſions er 
ona Pradiices!  ' © 
3 According 
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According to this Doctrine cherefore, 


which his Lordſhip acknowledgeth was 
once his own; and according to the 


reaſoning by which he conficms this. 
Doctrine, if it be the Buſineſs or Duty 
of the Magiſtrate to give equal Encou- : 
ragement to Perſons of all Religions, 
without laying the keaft Penalty or In- 


capacity on any one of them, it would 
follow, that the Magiſtrate would tempt 


Hall Men to be equally bf anc 1 


can't but think that it would much bet- 
ter anſwer his Lordſhip's charitable De- 
ſign of making Men ſincere in their 


Religion, to give no Encourrgement 


to Men of any Sect or Profeſſion what- 
ſoever, but to beſtow all Temporal 
Rewards and Encouragements nos 

Le- 


Mien of no Religion; and this Me- 
thod wichout Doubt would ſeparate 


the Wicked from the Good, the moſt 
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pretending and formal Hypocrite from 


- 


real and ſincere Chriſtians. - 


Lordſhip in Page 233 of his, Anſwer 


affirms, That. the Civil Magiſtrate hath 


it not in his Office as ſuch, or is his Power 
1 8 day 
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to promote true Picty by Temporal San- 
Fions, becauſe it craſeth to be true Piety 
in the Senſe of the Chriſtian Religion, 


if it be procured by Worldly Matives; 
and his Lordſhip is pleaſed to give the 


moſt undeniable Proof of the Truth - 


of this Argument, by the moſt ſenſi- 

ble and evident Demonſtration that 
can be thought of, which we find in 
Page 220, where he fhews the Abſardity 
cf arguing from a leſſer thing being a part 
of the greater, that therefore the greater 
may be a part of the leſs: and from an 
Houſe containing a Cabinet, that therefore 
a Cabinet may contain an Houſe. | 


With his Lordſhip's Leave / there» 
fore, for theſe Reaſons ſo farcibly and 
learnedly urged by himſelf, I preſume 
to declare, that it is not the Buſineſs 
or Duty of the Magiſtrate equally to 
encourage Men of all Denominations 
in Religion, without laying the leaſt 
Penalty or Incapacity on any one of 
them: but that the Magiſtrate would 
act more-prudently and jultly to give 
equal Diſcouragement to all, by tuch 
Penalties and Incapacities as he ſhall 
think fit, that he may take Men 
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from the Love of the Things of this 
World, which debaſe and corrupt their 
Minds, and make them in Shew and 


Profeſſion what they are not in Rea- 


lity and Truth, and fix them upon 


unforced and diſintereſted Faith in God 
and a future State; for I perceive that 


his Lordſhip with great rraſon appre- 


hends the Power and Prevalency of 


Worldly Motives and Conſiderations to 
corrupt and debauch Mens Minds; 


and I ſhould rejoyce with his Lord- 


{hip to ſee that all the good Church- 
Men of the Right Honourable the 
Houſe of Lords, and the Honourable 


the Houſe of Commons, would upon 


the Principles of Chriſtian Mortificati- 
on and Syglf-denial give up all their 


Honours ,' Profits, and Employ ments, 
and for. ever renounce chem, as dan- 


gerous Snares and Temptations, and 
leave the Honours and Employments 
of the State to be poſſeſſed and enjoy- 
ed by the Diſſenters and the Foreign- 
ers; and I am well aſſured that when 


this Project is happily executed, it will 


make Men as ſincęre in their Loy- 
alty as in their Religion; for Julian 
the Apoſtate, long before his Lordſhip, 


ob- 
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obſerved, that it is a Benefit and Ad 
vantage for the Church to be diſtreſ- 
ſed and perſecuted, . becauſe by that 
means Chriſtians go to Heaven. 
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